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FOREST4EU - European Innovation Partnership Network promoting Operational Groups dedicated to forestry and 
agroforestry - is a coordination and action support project financed by the Horizon Europe programme, which aims 

to link existing Operational Groups (OGs) in different European countries in order to foster the transfer of 
knowledge and good practices between experts in the field. 

• Multi-actor approach for forestry and agroforestry sector

Forestry and agroforestry OGs in EU 

Around Europe, there are 
hundreds of 

Operational Groups: 
small projects promoted by 

groups of farmers, forest
managers and local communities. 

They all share 
the same goal: 

advancing
innovation and good 
practices in forestry

and agroforestry sector. 

However, OG results struggle in 
crossing

national borders:
innovations and best practices 

tend to remain in the local
environment and do not reach

the EU level.

Source: Pacôme Elouna Eyenga - Team Leader EIP-AGRI SF, 2023.
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Source: Pacôme Elouna Eyenga - Team Leader EIP-AGRI SF, 2023.
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Innovation Topic Hubs - ITHubs
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Innovation Topic Hubs – ITHubs - OGs
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Innovation types
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Multi-actor approach for prioritising innovations

33 Innovations 20 Innovations 10 Innovations
National 

Prioritization
workshops

Community of practice
(ITHub managers & NSPOC) Invited experts Invited stakeholders

5 Innovations

3 OGs for 
study visits

1. Present innovations to stakeholders
2. Facilitate open discussion and feedback
3. Apply evaluation criteria (relevance, feasibility, impact)
4. Collect stakeholder preferences and suggestions
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A major result is that the selected OGs reflect the funding 
requirement of EIP Agri to stimulate and cooperation based 
on a bottom-up approach (see Regulation (EU) 2021/2115, 
Art. 127, p. 130). 
• ≥ 90% enhance cooperation and communication 
• Roughly 90% facilitate knowledge transfer and improve 
knowledge base 
• > 80% help implement new technology for improved 
monitoring and decision-making.

What are the reasons behind the OGs?
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Which actors facilitated the OGs innovations?



Thank you!

Collaboration in Action: Unlocking the Potential of OGs

www.bbionets.eu www.forest4eu.eu www.nutri-know.eu www.aquagri-know.euwww.soil-x-change.eu
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